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U.S. Department of Transportation makes huge
investment in Idaho
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ITD did not expect to receive the full grant amount it had requested but was pleasantly surprised when its thoroughness
paid o , earning it the largest grant in its history. Pictured from left are Idaho Transportation board member Julie
DeLorenzo; Ada County Commissioner Dave Case; Caldwell Mayor Garret Nancolas; Idaho Gov. C.L. “Butch” Otter; ITD
Director Brian Ness; Federal Highway Administration Deputy Administrator Brandye Hendrickson; and Canyon County
Commission President Tom Dale. (Photo provided)

When sta members of the Idaho Transportation Department applied to receive $90.2 million
dollars from the Infrastructure For Rebuilding America program to expand a 2.8-mile section of the
I-84 corridor just west of Boise, Idaho, they never expected the U.S. Department of Transportation
to approve the entire amount.
The department was wrong.

In September, the Federal Department of Transportation commemorated the monumental grant with a
celebration and a giant white check with the amount of $90,240,000 written on it. Those in attendance
included FHWA Deputy Administrator Brandye Hendrickson, Idaho Gov. C.L. “Butch” Otter, Idaho
Transportation Director Brian Ness and several local government o cials. It is the largest competitive grant
the Idaho Transportation Department has ever received and one of the most robust in the country.
“We were very pleased that we got the entire grant,” Ness said. “Typically, you get maybe half or less of
what you apply for, but the administration realized the importance of Idaho when it comes to bringing
goods in from the West Coast and getting them to the rest of the country.”
As transportation to and from major Northwestern cities has increased, Idaho has grown, especially near
the Boise area.
Per percentage of growth, a January 2018 article in USA Today listed the Gem State as the third fastest
growing state in the U.S.
In 2010 Idaho’s population was 1,567,582, according to census data, and by 2026, the Idaho Department of
Labor projects that number to reach roughly 1.9 million. I-84 connects Portland, Ore.; Boise; and Salt Lake
City, Utah. Additionally, via a connection to I-82, the highway also indirectly serves Seattle, Wash. In total, it’s
estimated that this portion of the I-84 corridor project will impact a tra c count between 95,000 and
100,000 vehicles per day.
“We have about $88 billion in freight (shipments) annually use I-84 in Ada and Canyon counties,” said Matt
Stoll, the executive director of the Community and Planning Association of Southwest Idaho, “and the
movement of about $48 million short tons of freight annually goes through Ada and Canyon counties.”
The construction on the I-84 corridor will widen four lanes of tra c to eight to prevent the highway
bottlenecking that takes place as vehicles enter and leave the greater Boise area.

The widening of I-84 is just one of investments that the state of Idaho has put into the interstate over the years, especially
as its usage is only expected to grow. Pictured is the I-84 Meridian Road Interchange in Meridian, Idaho, which was
updated starting in 2012 to handle 284,000 vehicles per day as Meridian grows (MeridianIdaho via English Wikimedia
Commons; https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/deed.en)

“If our transportation system can’t keep up with how businesses want to move their goods, then they’re
going to look elsewhere,” Ness said. “But so far we’ve been able to provide the system that will attract those
businesses.”
The additional lanes and new concrete shoulder also address safety concerns. According to Stoll, roughly
ve injury or fatal accidents occur on this stretch of I-84 every month, with 210 transpiring from 2011
through 2016.
The INFRA Grant — previously known as a TIGER Discretionary Grant — application process was completed
through a joint e ort between the Idaho Transportation Department and the Community Planning
Association of Southwest Idaho. A major reason why the state received such a large grant is because of
how detailed the application was and how much support was demonstrated at local and state levels.

“Our grant application was one of several being weighed for this, but we heard from the Federal Highway
Administration, which was making the decision, that we had the most complete application,” Ness said. “We
basically checked every box that they had, and a lot of that is a testimony to the preparation and the
partnerships.”
Support for the project was represented by the diverse use of local and state matching funds, which
included the city of Caldwell and Canyon County chipping in $125,000 each. This may be a small piece of
the estimated $150 million project, but it shows a high level of dedication when small municipalities
contribute a major portion of their budget.
“Of course, we were very, very appreciative to have the project identi ed and certainly understood that
there would be a nancial cost to us,” said Steve Fultz, the economic development director for the city of
Caldwell. “But again, we don’t really see it as nancial cost as much as we see it as a nancial investment
into the future of our community and our economic growth.”
Initial construction began in the fall, with temporary lanes getting paved on the existing highway shoulder.
At the time of press, construction on an overpass at the west end of the project was expected to begin in
February and take roughly 10 months to complete. Construction bids should take place in the spring for the
rest of the I-84 corridor project, with work beginning in the summer and running through 2020.
In order to widen the 2.8-mile section, several bridges and overpasses will need to be replaced. Ramps will
also be improved.
While this speci c project will address an important section of the I-84 corridor, Idaho has been putting
money into the interstate for years, impacting the region economically through commerce, job creation
and more.
“Our region has been investing in I-84 for the past 15 years and there’s actually been investing even before
that,” Stoll said. “But just to give you a frame of reference, including what the INFRA Grant (is investing in
the corridor), we’re going to be investing from a capital standpoint over $836 million into I-84.”
According to Ness, the plan is to continue developing transportation in Idaho to keep up with its growth
and help attract commercial and industrial businesses.
“I see us going after more grants in the future because I think that’s what (it’s) going to take to address our
transportation needs here in Idaho,” he said. “It’s pretty clear to me now that it cannot be done without that
collaborative e ort that we had when we were able to get this grant.”
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