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Phone Conference Option: 
For DAC members who are unable to attend in person, we are testing a phone conference call-in option. Be aware, there is a 
cost to COMPASS for this service.  Please call Debbie Winchar of COMPASS at 855-2558 ex: 269 to obtain the necessary 
information. 

DEMOGRAPHIC ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
10:00 PM - 12:00 PM – Thursday, July 1, 2004 

COMMUNITY PLANNING ASSOCIATION - CONFERENCE ROOM 
800 S. Industry Way, Suite 100 – Meridian 

 

 
 

1. Introductions Chair 
 
2. Action Items 

a. Approve Minutes of February 26, 2004 * Chair 
b. Approve Minutes of March 18, 2004 * Chair 
c. Approve Minutes of April 15, 2004* Chair 
d. Approve Minutes of May 20, 2004* Chair  
e. Approve Trend TAZ Allocation for Ada and Canyon* Charles Trainor 

 
3. Information Items 

a. Transit Scenarios Workgroup Decision* Charles Trainor 
b. DAC Draft Bylaws Change * Charles Trainor  

 
 
 
* Attachments 
 
 
 
 
 
 
T:\700gis\720census\DAC\june04\agenda_june_04.doc 
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800 S. Industry Way •••• Suite 100 •••• Meridian, Idaho 83642•••• (208) 855-2558 •••• Fax (208) 855-2559 •••• www.compassidaho.org

 

DEMOGRAPHIC ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
COMPASS Office 

800 South Industry Way, Suite 100 
Meridian, Idaho 

  
**Minutes*** 
February 26, 2004 

ATTENDEES: Jon Barrett, Idaho Smart Growth 
 Mary Berent, City of Middleton, Chair 
 Susan Grey, Idaho Power 
 Joe Guenther, Ada County 
 Melodie Halstead, City of Kuna 

 Don Kostelec, Ada Canyon Highway District (for Katey Levihn) 
 Leslie Martin, Boise State University 
 Carl Miller, Canyon County Development Services 

 Anna Powell, City of Meridian 
 Hal Simmons, City of Boise 
 Nichoel Baird Spencer, City of Eagle, (for Jeff Lowe) 
 Dennis Stegenga, City of Star 
 Charles Trainor, COMPASS (Ex Officio) 
 Gary Vezzoso, Canyon County 
 Diana Wallace, Canyon County Citizens Representative 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT:  Shirl Boyce, Boise Metro Economic Development Council 
 Steve Hasson, City of Caldwell 
 Norman Holm, City of Nampa 
 Virgil L. Isaacson, Canyon Highway District #4 

 Rena McKean, ValleyRide 
 Berrin Nejad, Garden City 
 June Ramsdell (Ex Officio) 
 Mike Wardle, SunCor 
  

OTHERS ATTENDING: Nicole Prehoda, COMPASS 
 MaryAnn Waldinger, COMPASS 
 Debbie Winchar, COMPASS 
 
 
 
 

ITEM 2-a
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CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTIONS 
Chair Mary Berent called the meeting to order at 1:36 p.m. 
 
Introductions were made of all attendees. Since a quorum was not present, the Chair moved to 
the Information items. 
 
INFORMATION ITEM 
 
Board Response to Proposed Expansion of Transportation Plan 
Charles Trainor stated that the proposal was presented to, and accepted by, the COMPASS Board 
in February.  At the same time, a proposal was presented to do an update of the Ada County 
portion of the plan in an attempt to gain more time to complete the larger multi-county version.  
The proposal for a “limited” update would also include projects that are deemed critical to Ada 
County; projects that ACHD has identified for specific corridors.   
 
One of the key facets in doing a limited update would be the constraint of looking at only one 
land use scenario.  This scope is going to be subject to change.  A special meeting of the 
Regional Technical Advisory Committee will be held on March 2nd to look at a December update 
to the Ada County portion of the plan.  In order to make that happen, certain aspects of the more 
complicated plan have to be dropped out.  The concept as presented, would restrict the scenarios 
to one; the trend scenario.  The trend scenario will focus on taking the approved control totals 
and allocating based on current or prevalent densities in and around each community.  It would 
also simplify the public involvement process. 
 
Charles emphasized that this process would buy time in the planning process, in order to do the 
greater number scenarios and evaluations, particularly transit.  The larger plan will replace this 
update within a year to a year and a half.  The allocations at the area of impact level will be taken 
to the COMPASS Board in March for approval.  At the same time, the Board will be requested to 
authorize the DAC to be the final approver of the traffic analysis zone level. 
 
Quorum was established and the Chair moved to the Action Items. 
 
ACTION ITEMS 
 
Election of Officers 
Chair 
Anna Powell nominated Nichoel Baird Spencer.  There being no other nominations, the 
nominations were closed.  By unanimous consent, Nichoel Baird Spencer was elected as the 
DAC’s Chair for 2004-2005. 
 
Vice Chair 
Nichole Baird Spencer nominated Anna Powell.  Anna Powell declined as her position on 
the DAC may be reassigned.  Anna Powell nominated Don Kostelec.  Don Kostelec declined 
as his position on the DAC may also be reassigned.  Anna Powell nominated Jon Barrett.  
There being no other nominations, the nominations were closed.  By unanimous consent, 
Jon Barrett was elected as the DAC’s Vice Chair for 2004-2005. 
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Approve January 21, 2004 Minutes 
Don Kostelec stated that on page 2, Mike Wardle’s last name is spelled incorrectly.  Hal 
Simmons clarified that on page 2, last paragraph, the statement he made “Hal suggested not 
assigning growth….” he meant employment growth, not population growth.  On page 3, 6th 
paragraph, the phrase “growth acreage” is amended to read “gross acreage”.   In the same 
paragraph, the phrase, “If you remove 25% and then assign a density…” should be amended to 
read, “If you remove 25% and then assign a gross density…”. 
 
Nichoel Baird Spencer moved and Gary Vezzoso seconded to approve the January 21, 2004 
minutes as amended.  There being no further discussion the motion was unanimously 
approved. 
 
The meeting was turned over to Chair Nichoel Baird Spencer. 
 
Approve Trend Housing Unit TAZ Allocation for Ada 
Mary Ann Waldinger stated the documentation for Ada County was limited and she now has it 
completed.  Minor corrections were also made for Canyon County.   Mary Ann reviewed the 
summary of the TAZ allocation process and asked the Committee for their input. 
 
Mary Ann worked with Mike Wardle for allocations involving the Spring Valley area. A 
majority of that development shows up in the Foothills Rural and Northwest Rural.  All the 
assumptions are now listed. Anna Powell voiced a concern that this seems a bit premature, as an 
application has not been submitted.  Mary Ann replied that Mike Wardle’s numbers were 
allocated to the large Foothill zones. Anna Powell stated it may be better to wait until Spring 
Valley is further along to determine significant allocations in that area.  
  
Don Kostelec stated he has the same fear simply because of what has happened in other areas 
where large development has not turned out as anticipated.  Jon Barrett asked what the 
comprehensive plans say.  In North Meridian, the comprehensive plan clearly shows there is a 
desire for that area to be at some level of urban development.  What does the Ada County 
comprehensive plan say about where Spring Valley Ranch is theoretically being proposed?  If it 
shows as not being a master plan community, or an urban level of development, it is premature 
to designate growth. Nichoel noted that the County plan does provide for planned communities 
such as that discussed for Spring Valley. 
 
Charles Trainor referred to the Ada County 2000 Traffic Analysis Zone map, prepared by Mary 
Ann.  Given this is a trend scenario, it shows the zones filling up.  As the zones inside the areas 
of impact filled up, more growth was added to areas outside the areas of impact, including the 
Foothills and in the area between Meridian and Kuna.  If the housing units are not added to these 
areas, where do we put that growth, he asked. He noted that the trend scenario explicitly does not 
allow for significant increases in current densities within the areas of impact. 
 
Nichoel Baird Spencer stated that this is a sprawl scenario and some things will be added to the 
rural Ada County areas.  According to this scenario, this is what will happen.  There are no 
constraints on the Area of City Impact.  Nichoel is concerned that when they come in and start 
looking at the development impacts on the larger transportation plan, there is not a critical look 
on what their impacts will be on the overall system.  The transportation impacts are not being 
completely brought forward at the time of development approval.  We need to be aware of what 
development is in these outlying rural areas and what it does to the urban core. 
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Charles commented that one of the challenges faced historically in the model was not having 
much growth forecasted in some of the rural areas as actually occurred. Traffic on roadways in 
these areas are escalating rapidly, but we are continuing to under forecasting rural roadways.  
This may be a wakeup call that if the trend continues there will be major problems on these 
roadways.  This is not the ideal scenario, but it does provide good information in terms of a worst 
case scenario for the area, he said. 
 
Charles concluded that this is a lot of information for both counties, and the Committee may 
need time to absorb it all.  Perhaps the discussion today will encourage a closer look at these 
numbers.  Hal Simmons stated he would like to work with Mary Ann to go over the Harris 
Ranch area and various areas in the southwest. 
 
Hal Simmons moved and Dennis Stegenga seconded to table the approval of the trend 
housing unit allocations for Ada County until the next scheduled meeting. 
 
Discussion: 
Mary Berent asked for the Committee’s timeframe.  Charles replied that he would like to receive 
an approval from the DAC at the March meeting.  Mary Ann stated population, households and 
employment allocations have to be created.  She has finished the first round and a summary will 
be documented.  Mary Ann stated she would provide this information two weeks prior to the 
next scheduled meeting for the Committee’s review.  Don Kostelec asked staff to provide the 
Committee with a one to two-page summary of bullet points of the implications discussed, in 
order to better understand the numbers and maps. 
 
There being no further discussion the motion was unanimously approved. 
 
Approve Trend Housing Unit TAZ Allocation for Canyon 
Diana Wallace moved and Carl Miller seconded to table the approval of the trend housing 
unit allocations for Ada County until the next scheduled meeting.  
 
Discussion: 
Mary Berent urged the Canyon County representatives to meet with Mary Ann regarding any 
concerns they may have in order to get approval by the March deadline. 
 
There being no further discussion, the motion passes unanimously. 
 
Don Kostelec asked if staff would have a summary sheet of broad implications at the March 
meeting?  Charles urged the group to provide COMPASS staff with their proposed changes 
within the next two weeks and refinements will be made. 
 
INFORMATION ITEMS 
 
Development Monitoring Report Status 
Nicole Prehoda gave a brief PowerPoint presentation regarding new residential construction by 
city limits in Ada and Canyon Counties from January 2003 to December 2003. 
 
Charles Trainor stated that building permits are shown by demographic area.  Would the group 
be more comfortable tabulating by area of impact?  Nichoel Baird Spencer replied that she 
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would.  The demographic areas over time have been more stable then the areas of city impact 
because they change on a regular basis.  However, it is better to see it as a whole to see what is 
occurring in the area of city impact.  Don Kostelec suggested shading the areas of impact.  Hal 
Simmons stated he would like to keep the Boise planning areas.  Don suggested making the data 
available. 
 
Methodology to Calculate Population for Ada and Canyon and Methodology to Allocate 
Employment for Ada and Canyon 
Mary Ann Waldinger stated that, as discussed, a breakdown is needed of housing units to 
households and population and then allocate employment.  Mary Ann used Census data, which 
provides households and housing units, giving an occupancy rate, households, and population, 
therefore providing persons per household at the TAZ level.  Mary Ann asked for a consensus 
from the Committee that she continue working through this process and provide the 
documentation at the next scheduled meeting.  Mary Ann commented if there is an area where 
homes are going to be removed, such as the area near the Caldwell airport, please let her know. 
 
The Committee concurred to allow Mary Ann to continue and provide the documentation 
at the next scheduled meeting. 
 
OPEN DISCUSSION 
Charles Trainor commented that once this round of scenarios is completed, the DAC would meet 
on a less frequent basis and only convene as needed. 
 
SET NEXT MEETING DATE 
Thursday, March 18th, 1:30 p.m., COMPASS. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 3:00 p.m. 

pc:  DAC 720.01 and 720.02 
 
T:\700gis\720census\DAC\Minutes\Minutes022404.doc 
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DEMOGRAPHIC ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
COMPASS Office 

800 South Industry Way, Suite 100 
Meridian, Idaho 

 
**Minutes*** 
March 18, 2004 

ATTENDEES: Susan Grey, Idaho Power 
 James Grunke, Boise Metro Economic Development Council 
 Melodie Halstead, City of Kuna 

 Anna Powell, City of Meridian 
 Nichoel Baird Spencer, City of Eagle, Chair 
 Dennis Stegenga, City of Star 
 Charles Trainor, COMPASS (Ex Officio) 
 Mike Wardle, SunCor 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT:  Mary Berent, City of Middleton 
 Jon Barrett, Idaho Smart Growth, Vice Chair 

 Kelli Fairless, ValleyRide 
 Joe Guenther, Ada County 
 Steve Hasson, City of Caldwell 
 Norman Holm, City of Nampa 
 Virgil L. Isaacson, Canyon Highway District #4 

 Katey Levihn, Ada Canyon Highway District 
 Leslie Martin, Boise State University 
 Carl Miller, Canyon County Development Services 
 Berrin Nejad, Garden City 
 June Ramsdell (Ex Officio) 
 Hal Simmons, City of Boise 
 Gary Vezzoso, Canyon County 
 Diana Wallace, Canyon County Citizens Representative 
   

OTHERS ATTENDING: Nicole Prehoda, COMPASS 
 MaryAnn Waldinger, COMPASS 
 Debbie Winchar, COMPASS 
 
 
 
 

ITEM 2-b
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CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTIONS 
Chair Nichoel Baird Spencer called the meeting to order at 1:40 p.m. 
 
Introductions were made of all attendees. Since a quorum was not present, the Chair moved to 
the Information Items. 
 
INFORMATION ITEMS 
 
Population Estimates for Ada and Canyon 
Charles Trainor stated the population estimates for Ada and Canyon Counties were presented, 
and approved, by the COMPASS Board at their March 15th meeting.  Estimate data will be 
posted on the COMPASS website.  Prior estimates did not include the affects of annexation; the 
2004 estimates does attempt to reflect annexation by overlaying the 2000 Census block data with 
the 2004 city jurisdictional boundaries.  The estimates show some increases in city population 
and a corresponding decline in unincorporated county population, which may be counterbalanced 
with construction that actually occurred.  The other change shows a breakdown of population by 
highway district in Canyon County. 
 
Development Monitoring Report 
Nicole Prehoda reviewed the final 2003 Developing Monitoring Report.  Nichoel Baird Spencer 
thanked Nicole for a job well done. 
 
Implications of Trend Scenario 
Charles Trainor stated the implications of the trend scenario as written, identifies how the 
implications were derived in terms of the assumptions, which helps people understand how it 
was graded and explains that the trend scenario would not be considered as the ideal plan.  Anna 
Powell commented it was easy to read and very forthright. Charles pointed out an error in the 
fifth bullet; the phrase “No redevelopment of vacant land…” should be amended to read, “No 
redevelopment of land…” 
 
The Chair moved to a discussion of Item 2-b. 
 
ACTION ITEMS 
 
Approve Trend TAZ Allocation for Ada 
Mary Ann Waldinger stated when the allocations are finalized the information will be pressed 
onto CDs and distributed to the Committee.  The information will also be posted on the 
COMPASS website. 

After continued discussion, the following suggestions were made: 
• Change the range of added jobs starting with 100. 
• Combine Methods 1 and 2 to get growth allocations for employment, which will result in 

Method 3. 
• Shift jobs 245 to 244.  
 

Mary Ann stated a decision on trend TAZ allocations should be made at the April meeting. 
 
OPEN DISCUSSION 
Nichoel Baird Spencer commented that because of poor attendance, it might be time to 
reevaluate the DAC’s membership status. 
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SET NEXT MEETING DATE 
Thursday, April 15, 2004, 1:30 p.m., at COMPASS. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 2:40 p.m. 

pc:  DAC 720.01 and 720.02 
 
T:\700gis\720census\DAC\Minutes\Minutes031804.doc 
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DEMOGRAPHIC ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
COMPASS Office 

800 South Industry Way, Suite 100 
Meridian, Idaho 

 
**Minutes*** 

April 15, 2004 

ATTENDEES: Jon Barrett, Idaho Smart Growth, Vice Chair 
 Mary Berent, City of Middleton 
 James Grunke, Boise Metro Economic Development Council 

 Don Kostelec, Ada Canyon Highway District (for Katey Levihn) 
 Anna Powell, City of Meridian 
 Hal Simmons, City of Boise 
 Dennis Stegenga, City of Star 
 Diana Wallace, Canyon County Citizens Representative 
  
MEMBERS ABSENT:  Kelli Fairless, ValleyRide 
 Susan Grey, Idaho Power 
 Joe Guenther, Ada County 
 Melodie Halstead, City of Kuna 
 Steve Hasson, City of Caldwell 
 Norman Holm, City of Nampa 
 Virgil L. Isaacson, Canyon Highway District #4 

 Leslie Martin, Boise State University 
 Carl Miller, Canyon County Development Services 
 Berrin Nejad, Garden City 
 June Ramsdell (Ex Officio) 
 Nichoel Baird Spencer, City of Eagle, Chair 
 Charles Trainor, COMPASS (Ex Officio) 
 Gary Vezzoso, Canyon County 
 Mike Wardle, SunCor 
    

OTHERS ATTENDING: Nicole Prehoda, COMPASS 
 MaryAnn Waldinger, COMPASS 
 Debbie Winchar, COMPASS 
 
CALL TO ORDER AND INTRODUCTIONS 
Vice Chair Jon Barrett called the meeting to order at 1:40 p.m. 
 

ITEM 2-c
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