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ECU SUMMAR

Ridge-jo-Rivers is & comprehensive Pathway Plan designed 1o improve pathways in Ada County,
These paths are intended to sccommodate persons with diszbifities, pedesinians, bicyclists, frail
snthusiasis and other non-motorized uses. This is an update of the onginal Ada County Ridge-
fo-Rivers Pathwey Plan adepted in May 1993, Much has been accomplished in the past two
years buf there is sl much that nesds to be done. This update is consistent with the
Comprehensive Plans of Ada County, Beise, Eagle, Garden City, Kuna, Meridian and the City of
Boise Comprehensive Park and Recreation Syslem Plan, It is intended to take pathway planning
to & higher level of responsiveness,

The goals of this plan are the same 4 in the onginal plan:

Goals
- Develop & comprehensive on-sireet bikeway system to aid non-molorized transportation.
" Develop & comprehensive multiple-use path sysiem to complement the on-street system

and enhance recreational opportunities through the expansion of the Boise River
Greenbell ang other waterways as well as interneighborhiood connedtions.

“ Develop a comprehensive multiple-use frall system in the foolhills and outlying areas that
will connect neighborhoods, parks and sther pulliic opan spaces.

- Adopt this nlan as public policy by all approprate unils of govemment and incorporate
inlo iocal planning documents and processes.

These goals can be achieved by institutionalizing pathways inlo the cal and regional planning
Process.

Three Components

There are three componenis of the Ridge-to-Rivers program; On-Sireet BikeWays, Mullible-Lise
Paths, and Multiple-Use Trails. The three eigments are very distinct from one angther but alsc
have many things in common. The originai Ridge-to-Rivers Plan created a “designated corridor
maode!” of planning in which pathways were designated in select comidors. This revision takes
the nexd step towards & mature pathway system by recommending a “fully integrated
bicycle/motor vehicie modal”. This model refiects the desire to incorporate bicycle/pedesinan
needs on &n eguai basis as motorists needs. The issues, neads and recommendations for esch
of these components is discussed in sections 2.3, and 4 respaciively.



Funding Strategias

Since the origina! adoption of this plan in 1993, pathway improvements have been funded by
federal funds and implementing agency budgets. Typically pathway improvements come from &
vanety of sources. This plan projects future funding based on past performance of the
imptementing agencies while seeking a variely of additional sources .

Mapped Pathways

The originai Ridge-to-Rivers was developed with significant public input. The content of the
maps have baen edited only lo ekminate redundancy or make corections, however the objactive
remaing the same; o reflect the VISION of a designated Ridge-to-Rivers Pathway sysiem. They

are intended 1o be used as a guide or planning too! bt ¢ not identify alf the neods required of a
fully integraled bicycie/motor vehicle model.

Policy Recommendations

Sections 2 through 6 begin with a discussion of issues and needs for each somponent of this
pathway plan. Policy recornmendations conclude each section and are suwmmarized in

Appendix “A* {pg. 21).



SECTION 1

Imagine ... acompleted greenbeit along the Boise River, spanning Ada County from east to
west. Peopie of o ages ride bicycles, jog or walk and persons with disabilities enjoy safe and
easy ascess al many points along the way. in cutlying areas, equestrians take & pleasant ride
along a ksh riverbank.

Imagine & continusus on-street bikeway system i unison with the muitiple-use path system that
connects vidually all poinds of depariure to gl points of deslination. Everyone moves safely and
efficiently using their choice of non-molorized travel, Workers enjoy uncengested commudes,
children ride bicycies and walk salely to school and befween neighborhoods withou! relying on
rides from thedr parents,

magise this urban pathway system stretching inle the foothills and into the deserts of southem
Ada Counly. A web of unpaved irails weaves through fascinaling terrain and scenic views,
beckoning recreationists who seek exercise and soliude.

The vision is clear: & sysiem of norr-molorired pathways o any destination from the ridge of $he
Boise Fromnt to the Boise and Saske Rivers. 1 is this vision that fed to developmend of $he Ridge-
to-Rivers Pathway Plan. As an imporlant component of our jong-range comprehensive regional
transporiation sirategy, Ridgeto-Rivers enables the visions of Destination 2015 which address
environmestal goals and automotive use reductions.

What Is the Ridge-to-Rivers Pathway Plan?

The Ridge-io-Rivers Palthway Pian is a conceplual regional pathway system with g long-term
commiiment to extand beyond county boundaries. ¥ is 8 pathway system that meets essential
fransporiation and recreclional needs, impiemenied ai 2 refatively low cost through creative
planring and design. The Ridge-io-Rivers Pathway Pian includes ali ypes of non-motorized
pathway users and pathway facilities,

Because of rapid growth and numercus changes taking place focally, this slan should be
reviewed regulary and adiustments made to changing circumstances. This update is the frsl of
such reviews. The goals of the plan are as follows:

1} Cevelop & comprehensive gn-sireet bixeway system to aid non-motorized transportation,

2} Develop a comprehensive mulliple-use path system io complemaent the transpertation
function of the on-stree! system and enhance recrealional opportunities of the Boise River
Greenbelt and other waterways as well as infer-neighborhood connactions.

3 Develop a comprehensive mulfiple-use irail system in the foothilis and cutlying areas that
will connect neighborbiods |, parks and other public open spaces,

£} Adopt this plan as public policy by ali appropriate units of governmeant and incorperate
into jocal planning documents and processes,




What Has Been Accomplished?

Since the pian's originat adoption in May 1983, the pathway system in Ada County has seen
significant improvement,

Following is tha status of the Ridge-to-River recommendations adopted in 1993

Recommendation Status
#1 Establish Coordinator Positions Completed
#2 Coordinators assisl implementing Agencies Completed
#3 incorporate B-RTAC & R-RUAL inte planing process Alterod
#4 Coordinators involved i Development Review Process Completed
#5 Coordinators invelved in Transportation Planning Process Compigted

Foliowing are some of the major accomplishmants since 1983 that have aided pathways:

. Approximately 20 mites of new bike ianes have been striped by ACHD

- An annual altemative transportation prometion (Car-Free Days of Spring} has begun
- A new and imgroved BikeWay Map has been produced

. The Development Review Process gives greater consideration 10 pathway needs

- A naw ACHD Development Pollcy Manual is much more bioyclefpedestrian fendly

- flire racks have been installed on every Boise Urban Stages bus

. Nearly $3 milion in federal funds has been programmaed for muilple-use pathways

- A pew signage systern and pathway striping has been implemented on the Greenbett
- A micro-path crdinance o enhance nelghborhood mobilly has heen passed in Boise
- Critical micro-pathway links have been secured

. Appreximately 22 mites of {oothill trails have been secured with iandowner agreements
- A trail maintenance arwd signage program has baen eslablished

What Remains To Be Done?
Thess is also much more that needs 1o be done as the system is still incomplete and fragmented.
Many parts of the county still lack basic facilties to provide safe routes io schools and bicycle

commiding options, or {¢ implement greater management {o trails in the foolhilis, Some of the
issues that still need addressing:

- Pursus varicus funding sources to confinue pathway development,

- Muarket the pathway program o encourage greater use and incraase safety through
education and enforcement programs

» Deveiop a machanism for greater public involvernent and a more active R-RTAC
- Develop a lvcal Trail Design Manual

This gian then is a continuation of what began in 1993 at the community’s reguest, It soeks
{0 address these issues by including pathway needs in planning activities.



Plan Organization

This update consists of five components separated inlo individual sections. Section 2 discusses
the issues needs and recommendations of or-street bikeways, section 3 deais with multiple-use
paths and section 4 with multiple-use trails.  Section § discusses funding opligns that may be
available assuming a position is established to pursue these options. Section § reflects the
mapped compenent of the plan. These maps, are similar to the criginal plan developed with
significant public inpul. They have been edited only for comection and clarification, They are
infended to be used only as a guide for planners developers and decision makers, however,
additionat opporiunities to further inlegrate our transporiation sysiem should be scught. Al new

deveiopment should be seen as an opportunity o provide and improve bicycie and pedestnan
access g vanous locations arsund tha county,

Appendix "A* is 8 summary listing of al} the recommendations made in this revision.
Appendi *B" is # bibliography of the design manuals this pian endorses.
Appendix "C* iz a list of definitions used in this pian,

The Challenge Is Ours

This pian is presented s an updale io the Ridge-to-Rivers Pathway Plan and the pathwsy
component of the Ada County Destination 2015 Long Range Transportation Plan, 1t is consisient
with the comprehensive plans of Ada County, Boise, Eagle, Gardan City, Kuna, Maridian and the
Boise City Comprehansive Park and Recreation System Plan, With active citizen participation,
support of elected officinds, planners and engineers, and cooperation from land owners and
developers, we can demonstrate thal Ada County citizens and leaders are commitled {o
enhancing cur quality of iife,



The on-street component of the Ridge-lo-Rivers Pian consisis of bikeways on the roadway
network, Bikeways are any combination of sidewalks, bicycle lanes and bicycle routes designed
to ereale & safer environment on the roadway for bicyclists, pedesinans and moiptists.

ISSUES

First generation bikeway planning focused on separated paths for recreational purposes
believing bicycling was safer off the roadway. This proved costly, limiting and not as safe as
originally believed; however, it did result it & nice pathway along the Boise River.  Adoption of
the Ridge-to-Rivers Plan changed this by culivating a "designated corrider roodsl® in which
maps identfied specific corridors for bicyclisls o use. This update of the plan iakes the next
step toward a more responsive on-slreet bikeway system by instituling a “fully inteqrated
bicycle/motor vehicle mede!* of planning and implementation.

Fully Integrated Bicyele F Motor Vehicle Modet

A fully integrated bicycie/motor vehicle model seeks to achiave a balanced transportation system
consisting of bikeways along most roadways rather than selected comidoers.  The plan calis for
betier utlizetion of our eudsfing pavement through the narrowing of motorized traffic lanes and
clher minor adiustmenis in our transporlation system within safety enginessing guidelines.

To their aredit, ACHD has already been doing much of fhis type of implementation. They have
gone beyond the maps to make other roadways safer for bicyclists and pedestrians. This update
intends fo make this practice public policy and o ensure #s continuation for future generations.

A, fully integrated bicycle/motor vehicle mode! also involves aclivitias such as: data colisction,
aducafion, enforcement, and encouragement programs.

Benefits of an Integrated Bicycle/Motor Vehicle Moded
There are technical and cultural benefifs of this type of planning. Technical benefits are those

achieved through on-$he-ground improvements, while culfural benefits are those that heip the
cormmunity as & whale,

Technical Benefits

[} Bikeways provide more elbow room to meet the differing needs of molorists, bicyciisls, and
pedestrians. They increase the mobility, prediciability, and visibility for everyone.

Bikeways serve as & natizral traffic calming mechanism.

Bikeways improve the sight triangle for molorists crossing intersections or exiting driveways.
Bikeways foliow the roadway system, providing a distinet fravel lane for bicyciists and aliow
moterists (o pass safely and easily without being held ug by the slower moving vehicles,

&0



{1} Bikewsys increase the maneuverabilily for emergency vehicies allowing molonsts {6 pullt over
and increase e tumning radius necessary for jarge trucks.

[ Bikeways make # gasier for molodsts 1o parallel pardk without holding up traffic from behind.
They slso aliow easier access for motorists enlering and exiting their cars without! fearing
their doors wili be clipped by passing cars.

Cuttural Benefits
These are theoretical, long-term benefits based on the simpis assumption that f bicycles were
used for more trips, there would be 2 reduction in the increase of motorized trips. Uinder this

scenario the communily will benefit via less air, waler or noise poliution, iess nelghborhood
destruction, and tess transportation infrasfruciure cosis,

The Community Wants Bikeways:

According to 2 couple local surveys, the community wants bikeways:

@ 40% of those surveyed said they "would ride their bicycle for iranspodation if bicycle lanes
were built on major roads.” (APA Regionat Transporlation Plan Survey, report # 5-55, pg.a3

# 54% would he “willing {o pay exdra {6 add bicycls lanas 1o new and widened roads to
encourage use." (APA Regionai Transportation Plan Survey, report # 3-835, pg. 85)

& Approximately 10% of the 3,000 respondents use the bicycle for fransportation and 58%
faver additionat bike lanes. {Ada County Cilizen Input Survey, 1594, pn. 19)

NEEDS :
The original Ridge-to-Rivers Fian calied for a more aclive approach to pathway planning and as
result much has been accomplished. Howevar, thera are stili many needs to be addressed if we
are to move pathways into the mature stage.

0 FUNDING Typical pathway programs arcund the coundty rely on mullipie &nding
sources. This requires someons io seek the loss obvious sources,
develop creative fund raising programs, coordinale the various sources
and pull them together in & timely manner 1o mest deadlines, etc.

{3 PARKING Bicycling can never reach its polential witheut a place to store the vehicie
ance the driver reaches their destination, A bicycie parking program to
provide safe, convenient, and sheliered storage of bicycies will go a iong
way towards encouraging greater bisyols use,

(4 MARKETING Undike the attoimobile, bicycle use needs t¢ be encouraged i il is going to
reach its potensial as a form of iransportation.  Active marketing, much like
is done with the ACHLD Rideshars program and Boise Urban Stages, is
neaded fo inforrn people of the advaniages lo bicycle fransporiation.

{3 PUBLIC {itizen groups typically drive pathway programs and give it ils

SVOLVEMENY  characier, There is a negd to develep s mechanism for grealer public
involversent to identify where improvements are nesded.

{d PATHWAY The Ridge-io-Rivers Plan requiras pericdic updates, continual monitoring

PLANNING and interpretation, There IS an orrgoing need for a point-of-contact fo
answer questions of ¢itizens, developers and lechnical staff,



0 FACHITY The maps in this plan shouid be used as a guide, MHowever, to institute a
PLANNING fully integrated bicycle/motor vehicle model regquires more attention (o the
built environment. Opporiunities for improvemend should be actively
sought rather than waiting for the next roadway improvement.

0 FOURE's The original Ridge-io-Rivers Plan discussad the Engineearing, Education,
Encouragement, and Enforcement elements of a well rounded pathway
program. Very little, has been done on fhe fatler three.

A TRIPFUSER Thera is not adeguate information on bicycle use in the area, This

STATISYICS information is needed {0 determine a given pathway need.

0O SIGNAGE There is 2 need 1o re-too! the on-siree! signage system, Currently there
sre many chsolete and misplaced signs. A process 1o upgrade this
system needs {6 be developed and implemented,

3 DESIGN There is a need to davelop an updated pathway design manual. The
MANUAL current design manial is focused primanly on muitiple-use paths. A new
manual would include a frail design component and a matrix to assist in
1he evaiuation of bike lane need.

ON-STREET BIKEWAY RECOMMENDATIONS

2.4 Convert the exisling hali-time fransportation pathway coordinator info a full-time county-
wide bicycle/padestrian pianner {0 impiement a fully integrated bigycie/motor vehicle
model. . This position would work on bicycle transporiation issues such as the needs
listed above, Two options are available for housing this pesitien: Ada County Highway
Exstrict and Ada Planning Association.

® Boeoause of ACHD's responsibilities for the roatdway system, they are the primary choice for

this new position,  ACKHD elected o take this msponsibility, they would have the suppori of the

Ridge-to-Hivers Technical Advisory Committea,

® APA is the secondary choice for this role, Cumently one-haif of an APA siaff position is

slivcated for planning and coordination of pathway tasks. The remainder of this position would

have o be shared by member agencies {approximately $25 0004,

& A third option is to continue the slatus que in which the pathway planning function would

remain but the needs listed above wouid be put on hoid,

2.2  Recognixe that the bicycie is a vehicle with legal access to aif public roads, Within
engineoning safely guidelines, roadway arlenais, colleciars, and bridges wili be designed
for the needs of molor vehicle drivers, bicyclisis and pedasinans. APA will coordinale
with implementing agencies and appropdate advisory groups in creating an Evaluation
Matrix for bike lanes to supplement the curent process. The full-time bicvolefpadestian

planner wifl be responsibie for the development of this objective method o identify bike
iane neads.






SECTION 3

The Multiple-Use Paths componeni of the Ridge-to-Rivers Plan consisis of facilities separated
from the road right-of-way for the purpose of bolh recreation and nen-molorized fransportation.
A mulliple-use path component is also part of & fully inlegrated bicysie/motor vehicie model.

ISSUES

The Boise River Greenbell is the premier exampie of 3 multiple-use pathwity in Ada County, #is
primarily used for recreation, but also is used extensively by commuters seeking an afternative
notthwestisoutheast route, Use of the Boise River Greenbelt will increase as Ada Counly
population grows. Expanding beyond this existing heavily used facility will disperse use and
reduce pressure at certain locations aiong the river,

in addition fo expanding the mileage of the greenbelt, much of this pathway needs to be widened
in orger o safely meed the demand, The American Association of Slafe Highway and
Transporigfion Officials (AASHTO) manusl recommends a minimum of 12 feet in heavily used
sirban areas.

The Bald Eagle Conservation Plan recommends Hmited use of muliiple-use paths in the vicinily
of wintering baid eagle perch sifes and roosting areas. The Ridge-to-Rivers Plan recognizes the
vaius of this plan. It may be possible to develop & system of dugl pathways 1o afford the intent of
seasonal closures near these sites. Boise Cily Parks and Recreation will consider the idea of
seasonal closures i an altemative pathway route can be provided o accommaodate pathway
users for continuous travel paraiiel 1o the closure,

Across the country, thousands of miles of abandonad railroad comdors have been converied to
pathways. The Union Pacific railroad cornidor provides a good opportunity for muléple-use paths
in the fiture. This comidor is currently an active railrpad ine, however, every effort should be
made to preserve ¥ for pathways in the everd if is abandoned.

Micro-paths are aiso consivered muitipie-use paths as they provide valuable mobility batween
neighborhoods and allow safer travel by children accessing schools, parks and other nearby
neighborhoots. Boise City hias creafed & micro-palh ordinance resulting in improved mobility for
residents of many new subdivisions.

il
An axpandad multiple-use path system will do 2 lof to encourage grealer non-motorized

transportation and recreation. However, there is 56l much that needs 1o be done to meet the

growing demand and make this 2 safe envirenment. Following is a list of needs 16 accomplish
this goal,



(1 SYSTEM This plan is consistort with eardier pathway planning efforts o have a
EXPANSION pathway aiong the Boise River from Lucky Peak to Eagle island State
Park. Thers are also needs {o allow greater sccass down the banches,
along other linear cormidors and 10 inferconnect the existing muliiple-use
pathway system,

3 COORDINATION Ada County, Boise, Eagle, and Garden Ciy af have urisdiction along the
Boise River. Currently there i jitlie coordination among them regarding
the Boise River Greenbell. The maps in this pian and those of other
comprehensive plans have gone through different planning processes.
White having consistent goals they are nof identical in pathway locations
or designations. A process should be developed for staff and elecied
officials o coordinate these plans,

L EQUCATION The Boise River Greenbell is heavily used by a variety of users traveling at
different speeds by diferent modes and ail with different skill levels. This
can be & volaifie mx ursiess those users ane prapedy educated on
hartnonious soexisience, A formal community education program needs
to be continued and this program made readily svaiiable and vigsibie. This
program could be pant of or compliment the on-street education need,

i RAHROAD There is a national movement 10 preserve abandoned raifroad comidors to

CORRIDOR connect ity centers 1o the countryside and communities ic one another
via pathways. Local govemments shouid work with The Rails-to-Traiig
Conservancy and the Union Pacific Raffread in the even! this railroad
commider is abandoned i Ada County.

MULTIPLE-USE PATH RECOMMENDATIONS

2.1 Encourage the axpansion of the Boise River Greenbelt to connect the Boise/Garden City
greenbeit path with the City of Eagle greenbelt path and uitimately 10 Eagle island State
Fark. The Soise River is a public jandmark thal shouid have access availabie o the
public. A dust system shouid be evaluated on 2 case-by-case basis in order to minmize
wiidiife disruption.

3.2  Encourage all new developments along waterways, radroad corridors, along the benc's
or utitity rights-cf-way ic inciude multipie-use paths or trails of at & minimum, reserve an
easement for fture use of such facilities. Where necessary, & micro-path or easement
for such shoidd also be provided. Privale preperly rights will not be violated by this plan,

3.3 Develop consistent education material and signage motif from one community to ancther.

34 increase access between the muitipie-use pathway and the on-sireel bikewsy syslem 1o
enhance the transportation and recreation benefils of the pathway syslem.

AE i ocal, state, and federal agencies are encouraged to esiablish over-sight commitiess that
support, review, administer, mainiain, implement and coordinate multiple-use path and
trail issues fe further the goal of providing a regionat pathway system.

3.6 M Union Pacific seeks fo discontinue rad ine service or vacates rail Enes in Ada County,
APA witt work with focal governments and the Ralls-io-Tralls Conservancy 1 preserve
and retzin this railroad conidor for recreational paths, open space, and allemative transit
uses 10 banefit current and future residents of the commumity.



The mulliple-use Trail component of the Ridge-to-Rivers Plan consists of unpaved trails for open
space recraation in the foothilis, waterways, rural deseris of Ada County and glong the histeric
Oregon Trait, £ach of these areas has differing issues, needs, and recommendations.

Boise Foothills
Issues
MNumercus planaing documents and public opinion surveys have noted the need and desire for
traits close to urban araas. Establishing trafls and tril hesds as development ocoury indo the
foothifis is critical {o provide access to public lands for curren! and Grure residents, A detailed
inventory of existing and desired frails has been done for the ares Fom Bogus Basin Road o
Highway 21 and i included as an elernent of thig planning document, Fulure opporiunities exist
west of Bogus Basin Road, but due o the fack of a public land base this area does not include a
detaiied trail inventory other than identifying the exisling road nelwork,

Cue o the checkerboard ownership patler and multi-jurisdictions in the foothills, managing an
imegrated trall system entails cooperation end ceordination with a#l jurisdictions and land owners,

Needs

The proximity of the foothilis to the melropolitan core ares provides open space opporunity fo
many residents, There is & continuing need fo expand e trailt system while propery managing
both pubtic and private lands in which these irails exist,

Baise Foothills Recommendationg

4.1 Continue to esizhiish access agreements with private landowners for trafls on private
proparty. Only those rails that are permilted by fandowners shalt be shown on trait user
magps. {nole: maps in section § of this plan are planning maps - nol user maps)

4.2  Encourage the muitiple public/private cwnerships io pian for trall systems in the area west
of Bogus Basin Road. Eslablish development incentives for providing traiis and open
space in this sirea.

4.3 Continue funding He interagency Trail Coordinator position to expand on the
accompiishments to date.

4.4  Estabiish an interagency Trail Maintenance Ranger position to perform and coocrdinate
mainlenance issues of the trail system. Dufies of this posiion would include coordinating
and supervising volunieer groups, perform eresion control tasks, post signage and
controlidirect public access via bamiers, coordinate and organize maintenance supplies
and equipment, This positicn would be funded via interagency cooperation with the Ada
County Parks Depariment as lead agency and direclly supervised by the interagency Frail
Coardinator.




Eagles Foothills
lssues
A significant amount of recreational trail use occurs in the foothills north of Eagle. Even though

public land exists in the area, mich of the recreational trail use occurs on private land as wel.
Some trail needs and spperiunities have been inverdorded in the area west of Eagle Road,

Needs
Support from the landowners and focal governmenl is necessary to creale a detailed trail plan
and impiementation strategy for this area.

oothi I
45  The govemment agencies of Ada Countly, Eagle and the public Jand helders should

identify the iead agency io pian, implement, end manage the trail sysiem in the Eagle
foothitls area.

Cregon Frail

issuey

This histonic brail comidor is @ key recreational and cultural rescurce for cur community,
Significant accompiishmenis have cccurred {6 protect historic remnants, though much of the tradl
is stk on privale property.

Needs .
Furiher efforts to secure access and provide trail opporiunities are needed to connect Bonneville
Point to Barber Park,

Greqgon Trail Recommendation

46  Boise Ciy and Ada County {ake the lead in securing access 1o and managing the Oregon
Teail commidor, with support and assistance from the BLM and idahe State Historical
Society,

Snake River Birds Of Prey National Conservation Ares

fssues

A Nationai Conservation Area containing the densest popuiation of raptors in North America, was
designaied in 1994 in this area. s alsc a popular recreation grea pariicularly in the spring and
fa, A delailed management ptan for the area has been developed.

Needs

Though recreation opporiunities exist, they musl be compatible with e main goat of presesving
ihe raptor population and habitat. Any recrestional trail project will nesd to be coordinated with
ihe BLM's Bruneau Resource Area.

Snake River Recommendations

47  Suppor the BLM's efforts {0 provide and manage recreation that does nol impact the
naturad resources of the canyen,

10



SECTION &

Fathway programs in many paris of the country are typically funded from numerpus sources, in
the past federal funds were the foundation on which to bulld major projects. As these funds
become more scarce it is importan! 1o seek crealive ways to integrate pathways inte the ovaral
transportation syslem. This update proiects the amount of investment required fo conlinue 8
sustainable pathway program based on past parformance,

The key to & successil pathway program is 1o seek crastive applications that do not regquire
expensive or special facilifies. in the case of funding, the key is {o find creafive funding sources
and look for opportunity where # exists. The funding strategy for this update is to project for
three years, an annual dollar amount based on the performance of the past two vears. Funding
over the past two years has come from federsl, state and local agency budgels. Following are
the proiections for this update.

Three Year Projection Based On Past Performance
Bureau of Land Management (8LM)
The BLM provides $15,000 plus office space, equipmen! and adminisirative support towards the
interagency trail coordinator position and $13,000 for irail system improvements, For estimating
purposes this plan projects the BLM will annually contribate:

& 513,000 for trail improvements plus increases commaensurate with system expansion

&  $15,000 plus appropriate cost of Bving adjustments towards the interagency trai

coordinator position.

Federal Transporiation Funds
Since the adoption of the Ridge-to-Rivers Plan in 1993, federgl funds amounted to approximately
$3 million in muitiple-use pathway profects.  Assuming a reauthorization of the federal
transporiation act, this plan projects:

@ $200.000 annually for pathway system improvements

U.8. Forest Service {LIBFS)
The US Forest Service provides 34,000 and sguipment towards the interagency trail coordinater
position, For estimaling purposes this plan projecis the USFS will annually contribule;
& 54,000 plus increases commensurate with the sxpansion of the trall system and
equipment towards the interagency trail coordinator position.

idahe Transportation Department 4TEY
T} has begun o incorporate paved shoulders when reconstructing state highways. This
practice is consisient with the Ridge-io-Rivers Plan.
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Ada County
Ade County annually confribites $10,000 pius equipment towards {he inferagency trail
coordinator position and $8,000 towards irail maintanance. For estimating purpoases this plan
projects Ada County will annually condribute:

& $10.000 plus appropriate cost of Hving adjusiments towards the interagency trail

coordinator position
® 3BC0OD plus increases commensurate with the expansion of the system for irail
maintenancs,
Co Hi isttict (ACH

Since the adopiion of the Ridge-to-Rivers Plan ACHL has striped approximalely 2C miles of bike
lanes. Of these miles, ton are altributed to new construction estimated al $1,200,000 and
another ten: miles have made betler use of existing pavement by refrefifing bike lanes at a cost
of $10,000. For estimating purposes this plan projects ACHD will annually contribute;
® $500,000 for road related hikeway improvements. These doltars are inciuded in the
project cost of planned capital improvements.

Boi i
The Clty of Hoise has provided matching funds for federilly sponsored projecs to complete
much of the Boise River Greenbelt pathway within the city fimits. The fotal commified by the ity
for these projects was $500,000. These project specific expendilures sre not likely to be
repeated. The city invests roughly $25,000 annually for greenbel! repair, rehabilitation, signage
and sifping. Impact fees are a new source of finding available to e parks department. In the
pas! 18 months they have acoruad $28,000 io be used on improverments that expand the
capadity of the system. In addition Boise condributes $15.00C towards the interagency irail
coordinator position and $3,000C for trail mainienance. For estimaling purposes this plan projecis
the Cily of Boise will annually contribute,
& $25,000 for greenbelt pathway maintenance
@ 320,000 for greanhelt pathway expansion
& £3,000 pius increases commensuraie with the expansion of the trail system for
mainienance
@ 315,000 plus appropriate cost of fiving adiustiments towards the interagency trail
coordinator posifion.

Trail User Fess

The concept of trail user fees has support among {rail users, Mountain bikers and equestrans
are currently proposing separate legislation that wouid reguire permits for mountain bikes and
horse {railers using the trails. While this plan makes no estimate 23 o how much this program

woiid raise, this plan does suppoert efforts in which users of the system contribue {o its
improvemant.
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FUNDING RECOMMENDATION
5.1 Based on past performance fom these agencies this pian projecis the foliowing
investment to the physical pathway system for the next three years:

PROJECTED ANNUAL

FEDERAL TRANSPORTATION FUNDS
USFS
ADA COUNTY
AGHD
BOISE CITY

OTHER AVAILABLF OPTIONS TC BE PURSUED
in addition 1o the projected funds lsted above, there is an on-going need 6 &nd other pathway
funding opportunities. Following are some cother sources that should be pursued,

Granis

Granis should be pursued in order 10 leverage e budgels of implementing apences and provide
varicus bicycle related programs. The Bicycle Federation of Amenca offers grants o assis!
pathway programs in local areas,

Growth Dividends:
These are revenues from existing public sources, such as sales taxes snd property taxes, which
grow as the community expangs. Growth dividends are used 1o finance improvements 1o the

community. A poriion of growihrgenerated revenues could be eppropriated 1o fund pathway
expansion within existing county and murnicipal budgets.

BDeveloper Dadication

These are on-site system improvements such as micro-paths. Developers are recognizing the
economic benefit and improved markeiabilily of proiects that incorporale pathways for
homeowners or isnants. Continued cooperation between developers and design review staff will
continue to improve the pathway system,
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Special Assessments
A citywide or county wide special assessmert, 8.9, # Recreation Disirict, could be crealed o
provide capital rescurces for a comprehensive pathway syslem. Recraation Districis, are

generally funded through & proparty tex increase and require approval of the voters within the
district.

Benufit Sharing

The cost of these improvements fali on those who directly benefit from the improvement.
inlerested neighborhoods could develop Local Improvement Districts {LIEYs) o help improve their
respective neighborhoods.

Tax-Spacific Targeting

Sajes tax options include genaral or linvied sales tax, Proposed local-option tax legisiation would
empower governmental agencies to establish a general or imited sales tax within Ada County to
fund a pathway system. The jocal-option tax is controversial, but the opportunitias are great. The
end result is a iax thal could be used (v iargel & specific pumose such a2s greenbed expansion.

Private Donations:
An endowment program could be developed to encourage private donations towards the

pathway prograrn.  Donations could be contribuled direclly, as a checkoff on ulility bills, as an
annual fund drive, or numerous cther oplions.

Non-Profit Organization

Many communities arcund the country have established non-profit organizations, structured te
work with locat and state implementing agencies to accompdish pathwsay goals.  Non-profil
organizations collec! membership fees and work with the implernenting agencies {o apply for
foderal funds for non-motorized fransportation projects. These organizations can sometlimes
provide matching funds, freeing up existing government resources,

Regional Transit Authority

Currenily there is legisiation seeking a regional iransit authorily, If established, this authority
could also incorporate Bioycle/Pedesirian planning, funding and implementation,
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