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VI. Moving Forward 

The agricultural freight study provided an increased understanding and awareness of 

some of the freight movements that must be accommodated in our transportation 
network. Moving forward, COMPASS staff will be able to use this valuable data and 
information as a starting point for expanding the scope to incorporate all forms of 

freight.  

COMPASS received a Second Strategic Highway Research Program (SHRP2) grant in 
2015 to better integrate freight into its long-range planning. The grant funds vehicle 

classification data collection on over 70 sites. These sites were identified using the 
common or known freight route information and additional information provided by the 

agricultural freight study.  

COMPASS established a Freight Advisory Workgroup to advise freight issues and 
concerns, and help to develop the freight component for the long-range transportation 
plan. The multi-year freight planning work plan includes additional data collection and 

development of an action plan and implementation plan.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VII. Conclusion 

The 2015 agricultural freight study provides an overview of regional and local freight 

movement in and around Ada and Canyon Counties, and helps COMPASS incorporate 
freight data into its regional long-range planning. This study helped identify corridors 
that may need more frequent maintenance, and locations where improvements could be 

made to better accommodate the trucks and equipment using them.  

An important aspect of the study was to establish relationships with the agricultural 

freight community and the freight community as a whole. These new relationships were 

instrumental for compiling the data for the study. They also encouraged participation and 

feedback among freight producers and processors, freight transporters, and 

transportation planners. COMPASS will continue to build relationships and encourage 

collaboration with local agricultural and freight stakeholders. 

 

Figure 7. Inaugural meeting of the COMPASS freight advisory workgroup (September 2015)  









What is a  
truck apron? 
Many roundabouts 
are designed with a 

truck apron  a 

raised section of 
pavement around 

the central island 
that acts as an extra 

lane for large 
vehicles. The wheels 

of an oversize 
vehicle can ride up 

the mountable curb 
and onto the truck 

apron to more easily 
complete the turn. 

The mountable 
apron and splitters 
are orange in the 

graphic on the left. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

USING A ROUNDABOUT 

 

 

 

 Cars should yield 
to trucks and 

oversize vehicles 
that use both 

lanes and/or  
the truck apron. 

Use caution  cars 
may not know 

that trucks can 
use the apron and 

splitter islands. 

 Vehicles use lane 

guidance signs to 
choose the 

appropriate  
lane for their 

destinations.  
Use caution 

when 
encroaching into 

other lanes due 
to turn radius. 

Making a left turn Making a through movement Making a right turn 

Maneuvering single- and multi-lane roundabouts in large trucks and oversize vehicles 

Helpful Hints 


