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CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES 
I-84, the Treasure Valley transportation backbone, is facing a doubling of traffic levels in the next twenty-five  years and a 
travel time increase of approximately forty percent from Caldwell to Boise’s Central Business District. By 2035, travel time is 
expected to jump 150%.  Under very high growth beyond 2035, travel times on I-84 could fall to 15 mph or lower. The rail 
corridor presents a unique opportunity to provide relief to this vital corridor through the provision of fixed-guideway transit 
service. 

The primary source of funding to implement a fixed-guideway system is the Federal Transit Administration. If proposed 
projects score well the federal government may pay a substantial portion of the initial capital investment necessary to initiate 
service. The study and subsequent design and construction process typically takes from six to twelve years and seeks to ensure 
solid planning/decision-making, adequate project scrutiny, local support, sufficient cost-benefit analysis and documented 
transportation needs. 

The challenge will be that in order for any project to score well and receive New Starts funding, jurisdictions must be committed to improving 
project scoring through actions at the local and regional level. Project scoring criteria includes: 

 Local Financial Commitment: How much local money is available for construction, operations and maintenance? Will 
it be available for the next twenty years? 

 Land Use: Does land use around stations support transit? If not, are plans, ordinances, and design guides in place to make it so? 
 Growth Management: Do policies direct development to established urban centers and/or to limit development elsewhere? 
 Economic Development: Will station areas spur economic development?  
 Environmental Benefits: How will the project improve air quality? 
 Cost Effectiveness: What is the cost per rider? 

 

                                       
1 Recommendations regarding the rail corridor can be viewed at http://www.compassidaho.org/prodserv/specialprojects-tvhcts.htm  

Past and Current 
Investments through 

2015 

Funded Investments  
through 2035 

Unfunded Improvements 
through 2035 

In 1997, a diesel-powered light rail vehicle, the 
RegioSprinter, was demonstrated during two weeks 
along the Boise Cutoff.  
Circa 1999, the Union Pacific Railroad sold 
eighteen miles of the Boise Cutoff south of Boise 
to the City of Boise. 
In 2003, a Rail Corridor Evaluation identified 
intersection improvements, rail upgrades and 
infrastructure investments that would be necessary 
at such a time passenger service was implemented 
along the corridor. 
In 2009, a High Priority Corridor Study was 
completed under the Treasure Valley High Capacity 
Transit Study. 1 

Without additional revenues, the fixed-guideway 
services and its supporting bus system are not 
fundable and are deemed illustrative. 

 

Conduct an Alternatives Analysis Study to qualify 
the corridor for federal funding consideration. $3.3 
million. 
 
Acquire the rail corridor from the Main Line in 
Nampa to downtown Boise.  Reconstruct, 
including rail and safety improvements.  Implement 
rail or bus rapid transit services along the corridor.  
Estimated Capital Cost: $300 - $900 million. 

 

Regional Connection 


