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I. Introduction
This Environmental Justice plan has been prepared to address the Community
Planning Association of Southwest Idaho’s (COMPASS’) responsibilities as a
recipient of federal financial assistance to identify and address the effects of all
programs, policies, and activities on minority and low-income populations, per
Executive Order 12898, “Federal Actions to Address Environmental Justice in
Minority Populations and Low-Income Populations.”
The plan has been prepared in accordance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of
1964, 42 U.S.C. 2000d, et seq., and its implementing regulations, which state that
no person shall on the ground of race, color, or national origin, be excluded from
participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination under
any program or activity receiving federal financial assistance.
Executive Order 12898 focuses federal attention on the environmental and human
health effects of federal actions on minority and low-income populations with the
goal of achieving environmental protection for all communities. It directs federal
agencies and recipients of federal funding to identify and address the
disproportionately high and adverse human health or environmental effects of their
actions on minority and low-income populations, to the greatest extent practicable
and permitted by law.
The order also directs each agency to develop a strategy for implementing
Environmental Justice. The order is intended to promote nondiscrimination in
federal programs that affect human health and the environment, as well as provide
minority and low-income communities with access to public information and public
participation opportunities.
Plan Summary
As a planning agency, COMPASS locates minority and low-income populations that
may be impacted by transportation planning programs and takes Environmental
Justice concerns into consideration in the transportation planning process.
COMPASS uses the following four-factor analysis to determine the extent of
obligation and take reasonable steps to promote nondiscrimination in programs that
affect human health and the environment, as well as provide minority and lowincome communities access to public information and the opportunity to participate
in planning processes.
1. Location and demographics
2. Frequency of contact
3. Nature and importance of program or activity
4. Resources available
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II.

Four-Factor Analysis

1. Location and demographics
The COMPASS planning area encompasses Ada and Canyon Counties in southwest
Idaho. Table 1 provides a snapshot of demographic characteristics for Ada and
Canyon Counties, as retrieved from the US Environmental Protection Agency’s
EJSCREEN tool. The complete summary reports from EJSCREEN can be found in the
appendix on pages 6 - 11.
Table 1. Demographic characteristics of Ada and Canyon Counties (EJSCREEN,
accessed 11/17/16)

Percent minority
population1
Percent low
income
households2
Percent
linguistically
isolated
households3
Demographic
index4

Ada County

Canyon County

State Average

14%

28%

17%

31%

48%

39%

2%

3%

2%

23%

38%

28%

Percent minority as a fraction of population, where minority is defined as all but Non-Hispanic White
Alone. Calculated from the Census Bureau's American Community Survey 2010-2014.
1

Percent of individuals whose ratio of household income to poverty level in the past 12 months was less
than 2 (as a fraction of individuals for whom ratio was determined). Calculated from the Census Bureau's
American Community Survey 2010-2014.
2

Percent of households in which no one age 14 and over speaks English “very well” or speaks English
only (as a fraction of households). Calculated from the Census Bureau’s American Community Survey
2010-2014.
3

The Demographic Index in EJSCREEN is a combination of percent low-income and percent minority, the
two demographic factors that were explicitly named in Executive Order 12898 on Environmental Justice.
For each Census block group, these two numbers are simply averaged together. The formula is as
follows: Demographic Index = (% minority + % low-income) / 2. Calculated from the Census Bureau's
American Community Survey 2010-2014.
Definitions from “Glossary of EJSCREEN Terms,” https://www.epa.gov/ejscreen/glossary-ejscreen-terms
4

COMPASS maps concentrations of minority and low-income populations in Ada and
Canyon Counties and overlays projects from the Regional Transportation
Improvement Program (TIP) and priorities in the long-range transportation plan to
check for inequality in project selection by geography. Figure 1 shows a sample
Environmental Justice base map (no projects) for Ada and Canyon Counties.
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Figure 1. 2015 Environmental Justice consideration area map.
2. Frequency of contact
COMPASS reviewed its Title VI Review Questionnaires and public comments
received for FY2014, FY2015, and FY2016. Using this information, COMPASS was
able to determine that minority populations and individuals with disabilities are not
proportionally represented at outreach events, nor are they proportionally
represented in submission of public comments. COMPASS does not request
information on income.
3. Nature and importance of program or activity
COMPASS budgets federal transportation funding in Ada and Canyon Counties.
Environmental Justice populations have the potential to be impacted by the projects
funded – or not funded – through COMPASS. As COMPASS does not directly “build”
the projects, the majority of the impact at COMPASS’ level of involvement is in
ensuring that areas with Environmental Justice populations are treated equitably in
project selection and that input from Environmental Justice populations is actively
sought on proposed projects and when determining project needs.
4. Resources available
Table 2 highlights the types of resources available from COMPASS to minority and
low income populations and individuals with disabilities. COMPASS’ Limited English
Proficiency Plan1 provides information on resources for individuals with limited
English proficiency. COMPASS will make reasonable accommodations for individuals
with disabilities. COMPASS offers assistance with COMPASS events or materials,
including providing materials in alternate formats, upon request. This information is
included in English and Spanish throughout the COMPASS website, on Board of
Directors and committee agendas, and on public outreach materials.

1

www.compassidaho.org/documents/people/LIMITED_ENGLISH_PROFICIENCY_PLAN_Update2014docx.pdf
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Table 2. Resources Available
Low Income
Job applications / job
announcements
Access to COMPASS events

Input into COMPASS plans,
programs, and projects

Equity of project selection

2
3

Minority

Jobs are posted in a variety of
electronic media. Application for
employment may be submitted
electronically or via hard copy.
COMPASS offers assistance with
COMPASS events upon request. This
offer is included on the COMPASS
website, on outreach materials, and
on COMPASS Board of Directors and
committee packets in both English
and Spanish.
COMPASS provides public
involvement materials in a variety of
formats and locations, including
online, at public libraries, and at
open house events. COMPASS
specifically reaches out to low
income populations. Methods vary
based on circumstances, but may
include activities such as posting
flyers in low income neighborhoods
and holding discussion groups
hosted by agencies who have a
relationship with the target
population.
COMPASS maps projects funded in
its Regional Transportation
Improvement Program (TIP) and
priorities in its long-range
transportation plan, with
Environmental Justice consideration
areas to visually check for inequity.
These maps are available on the
COMPASS web site2 at all times and
are also provided hard copy at
relevant open houses. A sample map
can be seen in Figure 1.

Assistance is available when a
reasonable accommodation request
is made.

COMPASS offers assistance with
COMPASS events upon request. This
offer is included on the COMPASS
website, on outreach materials, and
on COMPASS Board of Directors and
committee packets in both English
and Spanish.
COMPASS promotes public
involvement opportunities in Spanish
language newspapers, when possible.
COMPASS specifically reaches out to
low income populations. Methods
vary based on circumstances, but
may include activities such as
posting flyers in minority
neighborhoods and holding
discussion groups hosted by
agencies who have a relationship
with the target population.

COMPASS offers assistance with
COMPASS events upon request. This
offer is included on the COMPASS
website, on outreach materials, and
on COMPASS Board of Directors and
committee packets in both English
and Spanish.
COMPASS posts all public
involvement materials online, where
they can be accessed by individuals
without leaving their homes and/or
through their personal accessibility
devices. COMPASS will print public
involvement materials in large font
or other alternative formats upon
request. This offer is included on the
COMPASS website, on outreach
materials, and on COMPASS Board of
Directors and committee packets in
both English and Spanish.

COMPASS maps projects funded in
its Regional Transportation
Improvement Program (TIP) and
priorities in its long-range
transportation plan, with
Environmental Justice consideration
areas to visually check for inequity.
These maps are available on the
COMPASS web site3 at all times and
are also provided hard copy at
relevant open houses. A sample map
can be seen in Figure 1.

www.compassidaho.org/people/publicinvolvement.htm#EJ
www.compassidaho.org/people/publicinvolvement.htm#EJ
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Disability

COMPASS encourages minorities to
apply for employment.

Appendix

EJSCREEN ACS Summary Reports

Ada County (Pages 6 – 8)
Canyon County (Pages 9 – 11)

5

6

7

8

9

10

t:\fy17\600 projects\653 communication\title vi\ej plan\environmental justice plan.docx

11

